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President’s Corner
Are you getting excited about the quilt show?
It has been almost four years since I attended my
first quilt show. Besides being inspired by the
beautiful quilts, my favorite part of the show was
the gift baskets. I remember buying tickets and
hoping I would win the batik gift basket and, of
course, the chocolate basket. So, I decided it
would be a lot of fun to be the chairperson for our
quilt show’s gift baskets coming up this February.
And, I have made a list of some additional gift
basket ideas. Here are some of them: Coloring,
Spa Items, Office/School Supplies, Movie Night,
New Quilter. I am definitely open to ideas and
help in putting the gift baskets together. So,
please be thinking of not only which quilts you
plan to enter, but what items or baskets you wish
to donate to our gift basket display.

November 2017

November 6 Guild Meeting

Bonnie Dwyer will present our
November program, A Century of
American Quilts. Don’t forget Bonnie’s
November workshop and other
upcoming workshops you can sign up for.
Get your quilt-show entries in and volunteer for your preferred quilt-show jobs.
Bring your completed PHD tops and show
and tell, pet-bed scraps, communityservice projects, and nonperishable food
items and women’s toiletries for the
Salvation Army. And check out our
library list on the website—you can email
Ruthann with your request, and it will be
waiting for you at the next meeting.

Alison Parks
Election Update
We have an election coming up for part of the
board—President, Vice President (1 year), Treasurer,
and Member Services. Nominees so far are Alison
Parks, President; Andrea Powell, Treasurer; and
Carol Lipp, Member Services. If you are interested in
nominating yourself or someone else (with her
permission!) for a board position, please contact
Alison Parks.

Nominations from the floor will be

allowed at the guild meeting.

We meet on the first Monday of each month at the Salvation Army, 5328 24th Street E, just off SR70 west of
301 in Bradenton, FL. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. A $3 donation is appreciated
from non-members visiting Guild meetings when we have outside speakers.

Minutes of the October 2 Guild Meeting

Florida Quilt Events

The meeting was called to order by Alison Parks. The
minutes were approved as read. Alison attended our retreat for
the first time and shared her experience. One of her favorite
aspects of the retreat is that it provided time to quilt without
interruptions. She also enjoyed having vendor “Granny Sue”
right in the room so quilters could easily shop when they needed
something.
For our Christmas party, we will be having an ornament
exchange. Ornaments should cost no more than $10. Other
party events will include sharing our Christmas quilts and enjoying finger food. We will be collecting nonperishables. If anyone
has any questions or concerns, they may contact Alison Parks.
Elections will be held at the end of the year. Positions that are
up for election are President, Treasurer, and Membership. The
position of Vice President will also need to be filled as Ruth is
stepping down at the end of the year. This position helps schedule our programs. Ruth has done a wonderful job and booked
programs through May of 2018. She reminded members that
she is given plenty of names, she just needed to make the contact and schedule the speaker. Please consider volunteering for
one of these positions.
Ruth Baggs, Vice President, reported on the PHD
(projects half done). These need to be completed by November.
Those that have finished their list will go into a drawing and will
win longarm quilting of one of their quilt tops. Ruth also
reported on upcoming programs. Tonight’s presentation is from
Brenda Grampsas. She will be teaching a workshop on miniature
quilts on October 14. Bonnie Dwyer will present the November
program.
Mary Lewis presented the Quilt Show Update. She will
be bringing flyers and cards next month for members to distribute. Members are encouraged to take flyers, but please be sure
to distribute any that you take. We have a new vendor, “Granny
Suzanny”. The committee is asking members to participate in
the “small quilt challenge” with a theme of Suncoast Sights. One
of our baskets will be a batik fat-quarter basket and members
are reminded to bring their fat quarters to the November meeting. Entry forms for quilts need to be turned in by the end of
December.
Rose Ryan and Janice Dentler gave a report on our
Community Service group. Last month, we donated 54 dog beds
and 59 cat mats. We have two shopping carts full of community
service quilts!! We still need volunteers willing to help with
completing the quilting and binding. Members were also
reminded that we are collecting toiletries or other items that a
homeless woman could use. These items will fill tote bags that
will be holiday gifts for women without children. Please be sure
to check the calendar for opportunities to join one of our community service groups.
Ruth Ann McIntire reminded us that we could reserve a
book from our library. Contact Ruth Ann by email and she will
bring the book to the next meeting.

2018
January 18-20—Quilt Show in Orlando
World Quilt Florida by Mancuso
www.quiltfest.com
January 19-20—Quilters Marketplace
in The Villages, www.QGOTV.org
January 26-27—Quilt Show in Lakeland
www.ladiesofthelakes.org
February 2-3—Quilt Show in Palmetto
carollipp@gmail.com
February 16-17—Quilt Show in Punta Gorda
www.dpqginc.com
February 23-24—Quilt Show in Naples
NaplesQuiltersGuildInc@gmail.com
February 23-24—Quilt Show in Mount Dora
www.lakequiltguild.com
February 23-24—Quilt Show in New Port Richey
www.WestPascoQuilters.org
February 29-March 3—AQS Quilt Show, Daytona
www.americanquilter.com
March 1-2—Quilt Show in Ocala
Belleview Busy Bees
March 9-10—Quilt Show in Largo
Suncoastquiltingcircle.org
March 15-17—Sewing & Quilt Expo in Lakeland
www.sewingexpo.com/RequestInfo.aspx
March 17—Quilt Show in Trenton
www.trentonquiltfestival.com
For more events check out the FQN newsletter at
www.floridaquiltnetwork.com

Board Meetings
Board meetings currently are held at 5:00 before
monthly guild meetings—members are always
welcome to attend.

Respectfully Submitted by Susan Fickey
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November 1—Lynn Sanderson
November 6—Mary Lysher
November 10—Susan Fickey
November 10—Arlene Mominee
November 17—Dee Miller
November 19—Mary Lewis
November 20—Eileen Barchi
November 23—Sandy Knaak
November 27—Julie Carr

2016-2018 Board of Directors
Alison Parks, President, 941-704-1822, aparks24@aol.com
Ruth Baggs, Vice President, 703-350-7652, baggs_ruth@yahoo.com
Jane Ellis, Treasurer, 941-747-7269, janene@tampabay.rr.com
Susan Fickey, Secretary, 941-9201962, suzy1434@aol.com
Sue Baker, Membership, 941-224-7137, mpmbrshp@gmail.com
Carol Lipp, Membership, 941-705-1043, carollipp@gmail.com
Mary Lewis, Communications, 941-778-3041, marylewis11@gmail.com
Darlene Schwartz, Communications, 916-833-4024, darcar58@hotmail.com
Rose Ryan, Community Service, 941-755-9172, roseryan2001@hotmail.com
Janice Dentler, Community Service, 941-720-5403, jdentler@tampabay.rr.com
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This month’s speaker, Brenda Grampsas,
presented a very entertaining trunk show
of her doll and miniature quilts with the
able assistance of her husband John, and
held a miniature-quilt workshop later in
October.

Community Service

PHD Program Ending!
The PHD program will end with the November

The Community Service committee wants to
thank all the members who have spent many hours
helping the Guild fulfill one of our mission statements: The Guild shall participate in charitable
activities for the community at large through
contributions of quilted items and other means….

guild meeting, so bring the remainder of your
completed PHD tops for Show and Tell! We will
have the big drawing for the prize at the December meeting. You still have time to finish more of

We meet to make dog and cat mats the
Tuesday after the guild meeting at the Humane
Society on 14th Street W. at 10 am. We meet to
work on quilts on the third Friday of the month at
the Salvation Army at 10 am. Please come join us
for quilting and fun while making a difference for
our community.

your list! If you have any questions, contact
Ruth Baggs at 703-350-7652 or
baggs_ruth@yahoo.com

Among the many things done, we have made
quilts and totes, collected items, made dog beds
and cat mats. We support organizations like the
Salvation Army, Guardians ad litem, Humane
Society, and Hope Shelter.

Batiks Needed!
The batik basket is always the most
popular offering in the Basket Promenade at

By December we hope to have hygiene items
for homeless women, nonperishable food for the
Salvation Army, and enough quilts for all the children at the Hope Shelter. Don’t forget to bring
those items to the next meeting.

the show. If each member brings two batik
fat quarters for that basket, it will be
Irresistible! So bring your batik
donations to a guild meeting and leave with

The group working on dog beds and cat mats
at the Humane Society have a favor to ask. It would
help make their job so much easier. Please help us
by donating only the following items: Washable
fabric of any fiber content and batting scraps. Fabric does not have to be cut. The dog beds get wet
and washed often. Please do not give us anything
with staples or clips, like bras, denim, drapes, or
elastic. They do not work well in the dog beds. We
do not want the dog beds to be too heavy or have
any sharps that may hurt the dogs.

Carol Lipp or Alison Parks and we’ll have an
overflowing basket!

Eileen Barchi

Again, the committee thanks you for all you
do. For the number of members we have, we do an
amazing job!
If you have any questions, contact Janice
Dentler at jdentler@tampabay.rr.com or Rose Ryan
at roseryan2001@hotmail.com.
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Holiday Party

Our December meeting will be a
Christmas and Holiday celebration
and social. We will have a short
business meeting and quilt-show
update. The guild will supply the
snacks, some healthy and some tasty.
There will be door-prize drawings,
too. There is no charge for
members!!!! We will have our
regular show and tell. To keep with
the holiday theme, we will have an
additional show and tell, so you can
share a favorite Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanza or New Year’s
quilt. We will have a Christmas
ornament exchange, with participation optional. The ornament can be
purchased or homemade, but keep
the price around $10. The program
will be enjoying some snacks and
socializing with each other.

Carol Masulonis is our Cottage Group Coordinator.
Contact her at pansyladycm@gmail.com.
Cottage groups mean fellowship, friendship, and
accomplishment! Carol would like to encourage our
snowbird members to form a cottage group which will
meet during the fall and winter months, so contact Carol
if you’d like to be a part of that group! Your cottage
group should be mostly members but can include
others—think of it as a recruiting tool!
New Quilters Group—contact Barbara Hurley for more
info, day and time, bjhurley@comcast.net
Frame Quilting/Short, Mid and Longarm
roseryan2001@hotmail.com

Cyclone Sewers All are welcome. The Cyclone
Sewers are meeting at Southwinds off 34th Street on
the second and fourth Fridays at 10:00 am. Please
contact Sheila Walker, 730-6735, or Rose Ryan,
755-9172, for more information.
In Stitches Teaching and learning all the time. Please
join us. Posy Havens is the one to call for information
at 752-4812.
North of Parrish Contact Nan Fishpaw for
information at seweasytoquilt@aol.com.
Quilters Gatherings Braden River Library 1-5 p.m.
most second Tuesdays.
Night Cottage Group meets at the Salvation Army on
the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from
4:00-9:00. Contact Sue Baker (momfox229@aol.com)
or Janice Dentler (jdentler@tampabay.rr.com) for
more information.

It’s that time again!
Renew your membership early—fill out the form
on the opposite page and bring it with your check
to the November or December meetings, or mail
to our PO Box. For new members, joining now
will include all next year.

New Library Page

Check out the revamped Library page on
our website. There is a link to a
library list, and you can email our
librarian, Ruthann McIntyre, and
request a book that you can pick up at the
next meeting—we have lots of books, and
Ruthann can’t put them all out for meetings, so take a look at the list, which will
be updated regularly. More changes will
be on the way later!

FREE!
Maureen Strange has a PC Quilter and a
Pennywinkle Ranch frame for someone interested in
adapting a domestic machine to a longarm. Both of
these items are new in the box and were left to her
by a relative. If you are interested or have
questions, you can contact Maureen, who lives in
Port Charlotte, at 941-255-5120. This information
was passed along by Carole Lyles Shaw.
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The supply list for Bonnnie’s class can be downloaded from our website,
www.manateepatchworkers.org. Click on the Workshops/Events tab.

Upcoming Programs and Workshops
Monday, November 6—Bonnie Dwyer, A Century of American Quilts
Saturday, November 11—Bonnie Dwyer, Instant Improv for Quilters
Monday, December 4—Holiday Party
Monday, January 8, 2018 meeting—quilt-show business
Monday, February 5, 2018—Gudrun Erla lecture & trunk show, My Quilting Journey
Monday, March 5, 2018—Bonnie Langenfeld trunk show and slideshow, The Art of Realistic Fabric Art
Saturday, March 10—Bonnie Langenfeld, Creating a Florida Landscape
Monday, April 2—Maggie Dillon trunk show
Saturday, April 7—Maggie Dillon workshop TBA
Monday, May 7—Jerry Stube trunk show
Saturday, May 12—Jerry Stube, Mystery Quilt

Our program and education chair, Ruth Baggs, would like to find a replacement. She wants to schedule
some travel time with her husband. She’s scheduled programs and workshops through May and has lots
of names and information for someone who is ready to take on the planning into 2019. If you have an
interest in determining the direction the guild takes, talk to Ruth about taking over for her. She’ll be
happy to help you ease into the job! Ruth can be reached at baggs_ruth@ yahoo.com or 703-3507652, and she’ll be waiting for you to contact her!
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Our 2018 quilt show will be held at the Bradenton Area
Convention Center on Friday and Saturday, February 2 & 3,
with setup day on Thursday, February 1. We will need the
help of every member to have a successful show, and lots of
beautiful quilts! So consider what you will do to make this the
best show ever. Keep in mind that this is Manatee
Patchworkers’ only major fundraiser and only every two years!

We will be putting out signup sheets
for volunteer time slots at the quilt show at
the guild meetings until the show. We need
the help of every member for a successful
show, so peruse the signup sheets and decide
what suits your abilities and available time.
Most of the shifts will be for two hours. Plan
a full day (or two!) at the quilt show around
volunteer stints, shopping, and viewing the
quilts. And we still need a few committee
chairs, so consider that! See the opposite
page for committees still needing chairs.
We welcome your suggestions for more
businesses that we can contact who might be
interested in vending at our show. Let Carol
Lipp know at carollipp@gmail.com. We
currently have nine vendors and two
maybes, but it would be nice to have more!

Vendor Tenders Needed!

How would you like to be a “vendor tender” at the
quilt show? You can help vendors by
bringing coffee or water or lunch or performing other
tasks which allow them to stay with their booths and
make the most of their time. Jann Warfield has volunteered for Friday, but we still need more help for both
days! If this sounds like the job for you, you can get in
touch with Carol Lipp at carollipp@gmail.com and let
her know. We also need someone to help with continuing contacts with our vendors—an important job you
can do from home! Contact Carol for info.
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You can pick up your
tickets for our beautiful
opportunity quilt at a
guild meeting, or contact
Susan Fickey at
suzy1434@aol.com for
your tickets to our
fabulous quilt!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Quilt Takedown: Chair:_________________________. This team will take down the
quilts and hald them to runners who will organize them by last name in preparation
for returning to the owners. We’ll need ladder-climbing volunteers for this hour.
Media Advertising: Chair:_________________________. We’ll need to contact newspapers and other regional outlets to advertise our show. Advertising is crucial to
building our attendance, and this team will need to be aware of deadlines to get the
word out!
Signage: Chair:_____________________________. A variety of signs will be necessary
from the entry throughout the show to inform and direct visitors. This team will
Inventory signs from past shows and add new signs as necessary and place them.
The following committees have chairs but will need your help: Hostesses, Darlene
Schwartz (darcar58@hotmail.com); Volunteer Checkin, Carole Malone
(carolemalon@mac.com); Admissions, Darlene Schwartz (darcar58@hotmail.com);
Membership, Carol Lipp (carollipp@gmail.com) & Sue Baker (momfox229@aol.com);
Consignment, Randy Carman (randyc10@aol.com) & Robin Adorna (adornr@aol.com);
Basket Promenade, Alison Parks (aparks24@aol.com); Opportunity Quilt Ticket Sales,
Susan Fickey (suzy1434@aol.com); Quilt Hanging, Debbie VanBerkel
(vbgparents@verizon.net); Quilt Return, Eileen Barchi (Eileen@kindredquilting.com);
Silent Auction, Irene Bowersock (ibowersock@tampabay.rr.com) & Nancy Luse
(nhluse@verizon.net).
We’re looking forward to lots of beautiful quilts
in our show. Are you working on yours? Entry
forms are available at guild meetings, or
download as many as you need from our
website, www.manateepatchworkers.org. We
encourage early entries, and entries must be in
by the end of December!

Basket Promenade

We need donations for our
Basket Promenade! Quiltrelated items are great, but
there are lots of other possibilities—wine, chocolate,
specialty food items, baby, gift certificates for restaurants or other businesses,
crafts of many kinds, fabric collections
for quilters, etc., etc. Use your imagination! Contact Alison Parks for information or to give her your ideas or offer
your help.

Attention Longarmers!

If you are a Manatee Patchworkers member with a
longarm business, we would like to have a special
table set up for you to promote your business at
our 2018 quilt show. You would share the table
with other member longarmers and be able to
hand out business cards and other advertising and
show small examples of your work, and all for $25!
Contact Carol Lipp for more information—if there
is interest we’d love to promote your business!

Your Tickets Are Ready!

Pick up your opportunity-quilt tickets from Susan
Fickey at guild meetings. We’re asking that each
member buy or sell twenty tickets to help us
succeed with our major fundraising event, our everyother-year quilt show!
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November 2017
Sun

5

12

Mon

Tue

6

7

Guild mtg 7pm
at Sal Army

Pet-bed wkshp
at Humane Soc
10am

13

14

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

ComSvc wkshp
Sal Army 10am

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Thanksgiving

26

27

28

29

Send newsletter submissions to Mary Lewis at
marylewis11@gmail.com by the 20th of the
month for the next issue.
Give your used printer cartridges to Mary Lewis

30

Quilt-Show Timeline
December 30
January 27

Manatee Patchworkers
P. O. Box 356
Bradenton, FL 34206-1356

Quilts delivered to Salvation Army,
judging to take place the following

or Darlene Schwartz—we can turn them in to
Staples to help pay for our copies!

Quilt-show entry forms due

week
February 1
February 2-3
February 3

Quilt-show setup & quilts hung
Quilt show!
Quilt takedown at 4:00 p.m. for
pickup 5:00-6:00 p.m.
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